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Trends in biodiversity can be presented in many ways.
Where do we have most signs of a “nature crisis”?

QOur World

Red List Index, 2024 in Data

indicates that there is no current extinction risk to any of the included species. A value of 0 would mean that all included species

are extinct.
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Mote: Extinction risk estimates for mammals, birds, cycads, amphibians and corals are used to calculate the Red List Index.
Indices are calculated by weighting by the fraction of each species’ distribution occurring within them.

Mational and regional Red List oo
Bl 4 & .:

[




1. Efficiency In nature conservation is often
not addressed

* |[f nature conservation is an important part of the economy
* Then principles such as scarcity, opportunity cost and efficiency need to
be applied
* This is usually missing from conservation aims and policy
* For example “30% of land should be protected” (CBD, Kunming)

* We need.:
1. More stringent approaches to costs, losses and benefits from
conservation measures
2. Wider and more integrated options for conservation that can help drive
efficiency



2. Climate and biodiversity aims are not
aligned in forests

* Climate benefits from forests come from
1. Storing carbon in forest and wood-based products
2. Wood-based products displacing fossil-based alternatives

* Both of which are highest from actively managed forests

* Biodiversity benefits from forests are mainly associated with
unmanaged forests.

* At the same time, biodiversity benefits in actively managed forests are
often overlooked




3. The role of biodiversity for the economy appears
overstated and underevidenced in politics

EU Commissioner Roswall at EU Green Week 11 June 2026:

* “every single euro invested in restoring degraded ecosystems
generates up to €38 in economic returns.”

World Economic Forum “The New Nature Economy Report”
2020:

* “Half of World’s GDP Moderately or Highly Dependent on Nature”

* connected with: “25% of our assessed plant and animal species
are threatened by human actions, with a million species facing
extinction, many within decades”

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/why-nature-positive-economy-europes-smartest-investment-2026-06-11_en
https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/01/half-of-world-s-gdp-moderately-or-highly-dependent-on-nature-says-new-report/
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4. Poor knowledge and simplified policy
creates problems

* Science has not delivered well on knowledge and methods for
Integrated decisions on biodiversity

* Studies are fragmented and unsystematic

* Instead we are preached oneliners, often not substantiated
* “One million species are threatened with extinction” (IPBES)
e “80% of European habitats that are in poor condition” (EU Commission)

* Foggy knowledge situation underpins opinionated policy
* with imprecise measures




Sweden: Long-term systematic data exist

This is SCA

SCA is Europe’s largest private forest owner with 2.7 million hectares of
well-managed forest land in northern Sweden, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.
Responsible and long-term forest management creates the greatest possible
value for the forest, the economy and future generations.
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Reveals some positive trends for biodiversity in
managed forest landscapes

Indicators for biodiversity — relative change
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The volume of dead wood is one of the most
important factors for biodiversity in the forest
landscapa. In Sweden, more than 5,000 species
depend on dead wood at different stages of
decompasition, including various ticks, beetles
and birds. The volume of dead wood has increased
by approximately 44%. The increase is mainky the
result of the Company leaving dead trees and
craating dead wood in conjunction with har-
vesting, as well as dead wood being left behind
after storms (2011, 2013) and insect damage
(2009=2018).

— Relative change — Trand

Daciduous treas play an important role for many
spacies, including a large number of insects. Birds
benefit as the insects provide a source of food and
they nest in the deciduous trees. Many fungi and
lichens also depend on deciduous trees. The
volume of deciduous trees has increased by 23%.
The increase ks primarily because decidusus trees
ara left standing to a greater extent in conjunction
with clearing and thinning. Deciduous tress ara
also left standing to a greater extent in connection
with basic anvironmental consideration in har-
vesting.

== Ralative change — Trend

Source: Darta for indicators is produced by the Swedish National Forest Invertorny at the Seedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU1.
Data is bassd an measurements of a large number of sample plots unknown to 2CA. Far more information, see pags 145,

T Az the basis for comparsan, & maean vakie of the sidcemes batwean 1996 and 2000 has baan usad
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The supply of thick deciduous trees is important
since it banefits many bird spacies, eventually
producing habitats in the form of old, dead hard-
wood. Some mosses and lichens only live on older
daciduous trees, such as willow, aspen or birch.
The volume of thick deciduous trees in our forests
has increased by BE%. The increase has mainly
been due to a larger proportion of forests
bacoming older and thus more decidusus trees
growing thicker.

= Ralative change — Trand

Older forests are important for many spacies,
particularly those that are not very compaetitive.
The percentage of old forest (2141 years) has
increased by 45%. The increase is primarily due to
the fact that veluntarily set-aside and elder man-
aged forasts have grown older. The older managed
forests are largely maintained with combined tar-
gets, for example using continuous-cover farestry
methods.

== Ralative change — Trand

Older forests with speciflic indications of conserva-
tion values are forests that are both older and have
a high frequency of important structures, including
dead wood, trees of varying ages and very thick
treas. The percentage of old forest with specific indi-
cations of consarvation value has increasaed by 55%.
The increase is due partly to aging of voluntarily
sat-aside forests, and partly to an increase in the
propartion of this type of forest in the forests SCA
manages for timber production, or combined targets.

== Ralative change — Trend




Thank you.
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