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Trends in biodiversity can be presented in many ways. 
Where do we have most signs of a “nature crisis”?



1. Efficiency in nature conservation is often 
not addressed
• If nature conservation is an important part of the economy

• Then principles such as scarcity, opportunity cost and efficiency need to 
be applied

• This is usually missing from conservation aims and policy
• For example “30% of land should be protected” (CBD, Kunming)

• We need:
1. More stringent approaches to costs, losses and benefits from 

conservation measures 
2. Wider and more integrated options for conservation that can help drive 

efficiency



2. Climate and biodiversity aims are not 
aligned in forests

• Climate benefits from forests come from
1. Storing carbon in forest and wood-based products
2. Wood-based products displacing fossil-based alternatives

• Both of which are highest from actively managed forests

• Biodiversity benefits from forests are mainly associated with 
unmanaged forests.
• At the same time, biodiversity benefits in actively managed forests are 

often overlooked



3. The role of biodiversity for the economy appears 
overstated and underevidenced in politics

EU Commissioner Roswall at EU Green Week 11 June 2026:
• “every single euro invested in restoring degraded ecosystems 

generates up to €38 in economic returns.”

World Economic Forum “The New Nature Economy Report” 
2020: 
• “Half of World’s GDP Moderately or Highly Dependent on Nature”
• connected with: “25% of our assessed plant and animal species 

are threatened by human actions, with a million species facing 
extinction, many within decades”

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/why-nature-positive-economy-europes-smartest-investment-2026-06-11_en
https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/01/half-of-world-s-gdp-moderately-or-highly-dependent-on-nature-says-new-report/  
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4. Poor knowledge and simplified policy 
creates problems
• Science has not delivered well on knowledge and methods for 

integrated decisions on biodiversity
• Studies are fragmented and unsystematic

• Instead we are preached oneliners, often not substantiated 
• “One million species are threatened with extinction” (IPBES)
• “80% of European habitats that are in poor condition” (EU Commission)

• Foggy knowledge situation underpins opinionated policy  
• with  imprecise measures



Sweden: Long-term systematic data exist

National Forest Inventory since 1924 Can be applied eg on large forest holdings



Reveals some positive trends for biodiversity in 
managed forest landscapes



Thank you.
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