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British Columbia: Scale and Complexity
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British Columbia: Scale and Complexity

First Nations in British Columbia

From: Interactive Map | British Columbia Assembly of First Nations From: pop_subprovincial_population_highlights.pdf

https://www.bcafn.ca/first-nations-bc/interactive-map
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/data/statistics/people-population-community/population/pop_subprovincial_population_highlights.pdf


Forest stewardship 
decision-making 
model

• Government determines land use – 
e.g., land use planning

• Industry-specific laws and functions – 
e.g., forest landscape planning, 
allowable annual cuts
• Statutory decisions by Minister or 

Chief Forester and/or First Nation(s)
• Objectives set by government 

(delegated decision-makers, 
independent professionals)

• Practice requirements (independent 
professionals)

Provincial

Site



Old Growth



Old Growth

Highlights from recent work:

• New mentality – from ‘what 
constrains’ to ‘what is possible’?

• New question – what does it 
mean to have a provincial 
initiative on a landbase as 
complex and diverse as British 
Columbia?

• New standard of engagement 
with the goal of building trust

Distribution of old forest in BC
Source: BC Ministry of Forests



Zonation – BC’s ‘Working Landscape’
Discussion now occurring in parts of Canada (Quebec and BC)

Alignment with federal objectives for economic sovereignty, Indigenous reconciliation and biodiversity?

A few tenets of BC’s early work:

• Increase predictability and reliability of all values 

• Make trade-offs earlier to enable forest management

• Design for ecosystem dynamism and wildfire



Fire paramountcy



In Closing

• Successful operational forestry is 
underpinned by a sound policy 
framework – both are necessary. 

• Seek first to build and maintain trust. 
This is critical during rapid change.

• Identify assumptions. This requires 
inclusive process – it cannot be 
done alone.

• Recognize multiple truths.

• Wildfire is changing the nature of our 
dialogue.
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