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Austrian forests and wood facts
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Key functions of Austrian forests

Austrian Forest 
Law since 1853



Forest Dialog & Forest Strategy 2020+

• National stakeholder dialog since 2003

• Participatory, open, and transparent stakeholder 
process with different activities

• Approximately 90 organizations, institution and 
individuals are actively engaged in shaping the 
national forest policy

• Forest Strategy 2020+

− Sustainable, Multifunctional Forest 
Management

− Social, ecological and economic dimension
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Austrian Forest Inventory

• Condition of and changes in the forest 

ecosystem

• Introduced in 1961 and conducted in regular 

intervals

• Conclusions from this data regarding the 

stability, structure, and dynamics of the forest 

ecosystem, as well as its economic and 

ecological sustainability

• Current results refer to the ÖWI 2018–2023



Austrian Forest Fund
www.waldfonds.at

Total volume of 430 million euros
• Largest investment package for the Austrian forestry and timber industry (1 February 2021)

Objectives of the forest fund
• Compensation for loss of value caused by bark beetle damage 
• Reduction of bark beetle infestation
• Developing climate-resilient forests and strengthening 

biodiversity in forests
• Strengthening the use of wood as a raw material as an active 

contribution to climate protection

https://www.waldfonds.at/


Forest-based Bioeconomy
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Global COLI Summit

23-25 February 2026 in Vienna, Austria

Co-chaired by Austria and South Africa

Outcomes

• Vienna Call for Action (VCA) for a 
sustainable forest-based bioeconomy

• Co-Chairs’ Summary (with 
recommendations)

− Presentation at UN Forum on Forests 
(UNFF21) and 

− FAO`s 28th Committee on Forestry 
(COFO28)

Participants from over 60 countries and over 100 organizations
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Thank you!

Dr. Raphaela Hellmayr
Department Wood Policy, Bioeconomy and Innovation​
Federal Ministry for Agriculture and Forestry, Climate and Environmental 
Protection, Regions and Water Management, Republic of Austria
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