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The year 2005 for the forest sector was a year of dramatic

Mārtiņš Roze
Minister for Agriculture

trials, signiﬁcant events and achievements. It started with
the strongest hurricane of the last 40 years, which destroyed
almost the annual volume of stock for felling. The hurricane
left in its wake many consequences to be dealt with in the
following years – restoration of destroyed forest stands and
repairs of rutted roads, as well as real threats of pest breeding.
And yet, thanks to concerted and coordinated activities of the
representatives of the sector and the public administration, as
well as intense economic activities, it was exactly in 2005 that
the total value of sector production exceeded one billion lats.
The previous year proved that the possibilities of extensive
development within the sector have been exhausted. There
is only one road forward – the one of intensive development:
advanced replacement of old technologies in the large, but
especially – the small and micro companies to produce new
products and look for innovative solutions and division of
labour that could ensure the economic viability of the sector
as a whole and competitiveness in the global market. It should
be underlined that everything said above equally applies also
to forest management.
In 2005 preconditions for the future development of the
sector were created. It is proved by the deﬁned, government
approved strategic aims of the sector and the understanding
that the key to success is cooperation between aﬃliated
sectors. It is also proved by the growing investments into
human resources and the development of research potential,
which in 2005 already exceeded a million lats, moreover, these
were not solely resources allocated from the state budget.
All the above statements prove that the forest sector has good
development opportunities. I am convinced that by combining
these opportunities with the abilities of the forest sector, by
working together with the aﬃliated sectors we shall be able to
develop the forest sector into a sector with high technological
development, open to innovative technologies and new,
knowledge intensive products, able to compete in the global
market, that is – into a veritable “backbone” of Latvian
economy.
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T

he year 2005 in Latvia was notable for the fastest rate of
economic development after the regaining of independence,
marking us as one of the fastest growing economies within
the European Union. The most essential in this regard
– foundations have been laid for the transition of Latvia’s
economy from labour intensive economy to knowledge and
innovations based economy, which would facilitate the future
growth of national economy.
Despite the consequences of the January 9 hurricane the year
2005 has brought success also to the forest sector – one of the
most important sectors of Latvia’s economy. The companies of
the sector are more often taking up the production of goods
creating higher added value. The investments into capital assets
or investments into the modernisation of production have
doubled compared to the previous year. Timber production
and its subsectors – sawing, production of boards, packaging,
furniture, joinery and carpentry products has a leading role in
it, through successful use of local renewable forest resources
it has given a long-term contribution to the stabilisation of
Latvian foreign trade balance. The export volume of forest
products grew also in 2005, it was ensured by the increase
in the value of exported products, the local consumption
also increased. Forest sector companies are actively involved
in the appropriation of the EU Structural Funds resources
– in creating innovative companies and introduction of new
technologies and products, almost thirty contracts in the value
of ﬁve and a half million lats have been concluded.
The global conditions deﬁning the development policy are
changing rapidly, predominantly due to the globalisation
of economy and markets. Complex systems and multilevel
policy frameworks are developing, the reciprocal inﬂuence
of diﬀerent policies is increasing, which, in its turns, calls for
comprehensive assessment of the results of economic inﬂuence
and development policies, demands a uniform approach to the
implementation of the sectoral policies of aﬃliated sectors.
Therefore future perspectives of Latvian forest sector should
be linked with the competitiveness of its products – high
added value and ability to meet the client’s needs both on
national, European and global scale. It can be achieved only
through acquisition of new knowledge, introduction of modern
technologies and promoting unity and cooperation within the
sector – both among the stakeholder groups and companies,
and with the aﬃliated sectors – agriculture, rural tourism ,
environment and nature conservation, energy, construction,
industry, transport, trade, etc.

Aigars Štokenbergs
Minister for Economics
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Ttherefore
he diversity of Latvia’s nature is an uncontested treasure,
– the one to be tended and safeguarded.

Raimonds Vējonis
Minister for the Environment

Including our forest, which, perhaps, is the most
important component of national ecosystem. Forests in
Latvia have an important role in several aspects. First of
all, it is the only habitat to numerous species of animals,
birds and insects. Some of them are rare and protected
not only in Latvia, but also in the world. For example, the
black stork. 750 – 900 of these rare and beautiful bird pairs
are nesting in Latvian forests. Two of them, who have
been given names Varis and Maija, have brought Latvia’s
name into the world. In the framework of a research
nature conservation project funded by the European
Union – Flying Over Natura – 2000, using the method of
telemetrics and news in daily papers the whole Latvian
society was following Varis’ and Maija’ travel to Africa.
Moreover, since ancient times forest has been a resource
of construction materials and energy typical of Latvia. By
making considerate use of the renewable energy resource
– wood, we are reducing the consumption of fossil
fuel, and it leaves a positive impact upon the quality of
environment and cleanness of air. It is also a signiﬁcant
contribution towards achieving the Kyoto Protocol aims.
The signiﬁcance of forest as a site of recreation is also
growing. It provides unique and diverse possibilities
for relaxation in nature, investigatory tourism and
environment education.
Forest is the treasure belonging to the whole of Latvia’s
society, and therefore it is and should remain basically
under the care and supervision of the state.
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Introduction

T

he forest sector is among the most active sectors of Latvian
economy; its contribution is signiﬁcant in stabilising the
foreign trade balance in the country. Forest industry is the
only sector with a positive export-import balance. It was
achieved thanks to the successful use of the local renewable
forest resources.
Latvia has every reason to be proud of its forests. Almost
half or 45% of its territory is covered in forests. Moreover,
due to natural factors and a totality of human activities the
forest areas are increasing with every year. It is inﬂuenced
both by the fact that every year a smaller area of forests is
felled compared to its growth, as well as purposeful economic
activities in the forest. As the result of these two factors the
wood supplies in Latvian forests are increasing every year.
It is crucial that in the development and the implementation
of Latvian forest policy, which ensures sustainable
management of forest and forest lands, the state and various
groups of stakeholders have been able to agree upon longterm development aims of the sector. Considerate, longsighted and economically advantageous forest management
in Latvia is ensured by the certiﬁcation of forest management
and wood product supply chain in accordance with the two
most widespread certiﬁcation schemes in Europe – FSC and
PEFC.
Experts estimate that the total contribution of the forest
sector to Latvian gross domestic product is 10 – 14 % and
that it employs approximately nine percent of all employees
working in the national economy. The forest sector is the
largest export sector in the state. Thanks to its ability to
adapt quickly to the demands of the export market, its
competitiveness is steadily increasing. Since 1996 the export
volume of forest products has increased more than twice,
reaching 796.846 million lats in 2005, which constitutes 27 %
of the total Latvian export value.
Due to the inﬂuence of globalisation within the secondary
production cycle warehouses are used as little as possible, and
the production has become dependant upon timely deliveries.
Latvia, by using its geographical location and the forest sector
focusing upon sustainable development, is able to be a stable,
long-term and punctual partner in direct product supplies to
the end-users.
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LATVIAN FOREST POLICY AND ITS
IMPLEMENTATION

Forest Policy

S

ince the restoration of Latvian independent statehood
the forest sector has successfully developed under the
conditions of market economy and has become one of the
most signiﬁcant sectors of economy. This development
was fostered by several factors: high quality and available
basis of resources or forest resources, long standing
traditions, knowledge and, which is not less important,
the ability of the state and the stakeholder groups of the
sector to agree upon the long-term development aims
of the forest sectors and the basic principles for their
attainment, when drafting Latvian Forest Policy, which on
April 28, 1998 was approved by the Cabinet of Ministers.
The main aim of forest policy is to ensure sustainable
management of forests and forest lands. The other
objectives are:
● to ensure that forest areas do not decrease, to
safeguard the productivity and the value of forest
lands, to promote aﬀorestation of land that is not
used in agriculture or otherwise;
● to ensure sustainable development and proﬁtability
of the forest sector, fulﬁlling ecological and social
commitments, to achieve the maximum possible
increase of the added value;
● to preserve and maintain the present level of
biological diversity;
● to balance the interests of the public and the forest
owners in using social values of the forest and
developing labour relations within the forest sector;
● to ensure the knowledge and skills needed to
improve the forest policy, legislation and practice
and to ensure sustainable forest management, by
promoting the development of forest education,
forest research and exchange of information within
the forest sector.
The aim of the state in the forest sector is to create, by
using the resources at its disposal, the conditions for
reaching the common aims of the Forest policy. The state
has four basic functions in the forest sector: regulation,
supervision, ownership and support.

Forest Legislation

I

n order to implement Forest Policy an adequate system of
legal acts has been developed – laws, and, following from
their requirements, regulations to specify the norms provided
in the laws and to deﬁne the basic indicators or criteria for
guaranteeing sustainable forest management.
The aim of the Forest Law*) is to guarantee the management of
Latvian forests in accordance with the principles of sustainable
forest management. The subject of the Law is forest and forest
land, and the Law is addressed to forest owners and lawful
holders, as well as to other persons using forest products and
environment.
The Forest Law sets out the following basic principles:
● in forest management the general requirements on
environment conservation should be abided by to ensure
the conservation of forest biodiversity, to protect surface
and underground waters from pollution, to preserve the
forest capability to protect land against erosions, as well as
other signiﬁcant elements of culture heritage in forests;
● the forest owner or lawful holder has the duty to reforest
the forest plantation within three to seven years following
felling (depending upon the type of growth conditions in
the area for regeneration) and to ensure cultivation of the
regenerated forest plantation;
● when carrying out reforestation or planting the forest only
certiﬁed forest reproductive material of an origin suitable
to the speciﬁc location shall be used;
● to start felling on a forest land a certiﬁcate or a permit
issued by the State Forest Service has to be obtained.
Principal felling is allowed only if the forest plantation has
reached the age or the diameter of the principal felling;
● principal felling is prohibited if the reforestation of the
forest in the amount of at least 80 % of the total area for
reforestation has not been done or if the area adjacent
to the principal felling within the area of one hectare or
over it has not been recognised as reforestated or has not
reached the age of at least three years.
The Law on Hunting**) lays down the basic rules of game
management, i.e. – the principles of using hunting resources,
animal species that can be hunted, requirements to hunters and
hunt leaders, hunting seasons, hunting areas and the hunting
quotas, as well as the requirements for obtaining a hunting permit.
Apart from the laws that directly regulate forest management
and use, the regulations on the conservation and safeguarding of
nature and biodiversity also apply.
*) Forest Law –
http://www.vmd.gov.lv/doc_upl/Meza_likums_03.htm
**) The Law on Hunting
http://www.vmd.gov.lv/doc_upl/Med_lik.htm
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LATVIAN FOREST POLICY AND ITS
IMPLEMENTATION

Forest Advisory Council, its Role in
Developing Sustainable Forest Policy

The Public Administration of the
Forest Sector

I

The public administration of the forest sector, using the

n 1997 the representatives of the state and the forest sector
stakeholder groups, who were able to agree upon the longterm development aims of the sector, established Forest
Advisory Council (FAC). It is dealing with issues related to
the economic, ecological and social functions of the forest.

resources at its disposal, implements the aim deﬁned by
Forest Policy – to create conditions needed to reach the
common aims of Forest Policy.
Since 2000 the regulatory and supervisory functions deﬁned
by Forest Policy are ensured by state institutions – the
Ministry of Agriculture (MA) and the State Forest Service
(SFS), but the function of the owner is implemented by a
business organisation – joint stock company “Latvian State
Forests”(LSF). It means that the state functions of public
rights and private rights have been institutionally separated.

On May 9, 2006 with the issuance of Cabinet of Ministers
Regulations No. 384 the new Regulation on Forest
Advisory Council (FAC) was adopted, stipulating that
FAC includes representatives of such forest stakeholder
groups as forest owners and managers, forest industry,
service providers, environment and nature conservation,
employees or trade unions, institutions of vocational and
higher education and research, as well as institutions
of public administration and Association of Latvian
Local Governments. Thus FAC is a forum, where the
harmonization of the opinions of forest sector stakeholder
groups takes place and where a balanced and sustainable
development policy for the forest sector is drafted.

Ministry of Agriculture is carrying out the following
objectives in cooperation with the stakeholder groups
of the sector:
● drafts Forest sector policy, strategy and programs for
its implementation, as well as drafts legal acts on forest
management, use of forest resources, forest nature
conservation and hunting management;
● represents Latvian forest sector in international
organisations and processes, coordinates international
cooperation and prepares international agreements;
● coordinates public relations with regard to issues linked
to forest sector, carries out public opinion surveys and
promotes public awareness of forest sector;
● analyses, assesses and forecasts the status of forest
resources and drafts proposals for improving the
productivity and use of forest resources, informs society
about forest product ﬂow.

The main functions of Forest Advisory Council are:
● to ensure transparency in taking decisions that are
signiﬁcant for the forest sector and to coordinate
cooperation between the state and public
organisations;
● to promote the development of forest sector and
the competitiveness of Latvian companies in
international market;
● to participate in the drafting of legal acts regulating
the forest sector;
● to assess the impact of aﬃliated sectors, as well
as international and interstate legal acts and
agreements upon Latvian forest sector.
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MA supervises SFS, but the state owned forests are managed
by LSF, the share-holder of which is the Ministry of
Agriculture.
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LATVIAN FOREST POLICY AND ITS
IMPLEMENTATION

State Forest Service

SFS ensures uniform implementation of forest policy

throughout the territory of Latvia. The mission of SFS
is to carry out the supervision and the support function
as stipulated by Forest Policy according to the basic
principles of Forest Policy.
SFS carries out the following main tasks:
● supervises the enforcement of forest regulatory acts
in all forests, irrespectively of the type of ownership,
and assesses the eﬀectiveness of enforced legal acts;
● promotes stabilising of sustainable forest functions,
promotes private sector development and informs
the public about the status of forest resources in the
country;
● ensures ﬁre safety supervision of the forests,
detection and bringing under control of ﬁres in the
forests of all owners;
● supervises the conditions of game animal
population.

The structure of SFS includes the central oﬃce and
territorial structural units – regional forest districts and
forest districts, which carry out SFS functions within
speciﬁc territories, and Forest Research Station, which has
been established to carry out forest management research.
The task of SFS is to create such conditions that the forest
managers would know, understand and comply with the
stipulations of legal acts regulating forest sector and good
forest management principles.
SFS has set up a special system for counselling and
training forest owners. It is possible to receive information
and advice both at the forest district oﬃces, in the owner’s
forest and at special training seminars organised by forest
districts.
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LATVIAN FOREST POLICY AND ITS
IMPLEMENTATION

property of LSF (land, buildings, objects, engineering
communications, etc.) , ensuring the availability of
resources needed to implement the lines of activities.

Joint Stock Company “Latvia’s State
Forests”

LSF

manages the forest properties owned by the state
– the total of 1.65 million hectares of land, including 1.47
million hectares of forests, realising the state’s function of
forest owner. Latvian Forest Policy stipulates that the state
as a forest owner has two main objectives in managing
its property – to increase the value of forest assets and to
ensure income from managing forest property.
LSF manages the state owned forests in the framework
of full forest management cycle. It begins with the
production of high quality forest tree seeds and seedling
trees of local origin, this is done by the structural unit
”LSF Seeds and Plants”, simultaneously also developing
the production and selling of decorative plants. The
activities of the structural unit “LSF Forests” cover
forest cultivation: planting, tending, conservation as
well as planning of forest management and environment
conservation. As part of the forest management cycle
its activities end with the selling of standing timber. The
structural unit “LSF Roundwood Deliveries” is engaged
in production and supplying to the clients’ places of
productions a range of round timber products – sawn
logs, veneer blocks, etc. But the structural unit “Hunting
and Recreation” is oﬀering both to Latvians and foreigners
opportunities for spending their leisure time actively in
forests.
In 2005 two new structural units were added to the
company – “LSF Forest Infrastructure” and “LSF Real
Property”. The task of the ﬁrst structural unit is to ensure
the construction of the forest infrastructure objects
(forest roads, drainage systems, etc.). With the increase
of road density, the eﬀectiveness of forest management
throughout the whole management cycle increases. The
proximity of roads allows decreasing the costs of planting
and cultivating forests, as well as the distance that the
timber materials have to be transported from the felling
site to the road, thus increasing the value of fellings.
The main task of the structural unit “LSF Real Property”
is to ensure rational and legally valid management
of real property which is under the tenure of in the
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The annual increase of timber in LSF managed forests
is seven million cubic meters, but the annual felling
volume is regularly planned as approximately 4.7 million
cubic meters, thus ensuring a stable and predictable ﬂow
of raw materials for Latvian forest industry. LSF is an
economically thriving company; its turnover in 2003 was
46 million lats, in 2004 – 65, but in 2005, notwithstanding
the negative impact of the January storm, – 69.5 million
lats. Investments made by the company in 2005 reached
17.1 million lats, and it plans to increase them to 31.7
million lats in 2006. In 2005 the joint stock company
“Latvia’s State Forests” paid into the state and local
government budgets more than 23 million lats in the form
of various taxes and duties.

9
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FOREST IN LATVIA

Latvia has every reason to be proud of its forests. It is also proved by the data included in the State Register
of Forests on forest-cover – 45 % of the total territory of the state is covered by forests. Globally on average
this indicator is 29 %, in Europe – 33%. Moreover, in the future the forest-cover indicator in Latvia will
increase further, since it is predicted that the amounts of aﬀorested lands that are not used in agriculture will
increase.
The other indicator revealing national forest reserves is the forest area per capita. In Latvia this indicator is 1.3
ha and is 2.2 times higher than the world average.

Forest Ownership Structure

Forest Areas and Standing Crop

T

The increase of forest areas in Latvia is ensured both

he structure of forest ownership underwent major
changes following the restoration of independent
statehood in 1990, when during the land reform the
restitution of the properties to former land owners or
their successors took place. The share of private forests
increased compared to 1935, when the last stock taking
of forest lands was done prior to the nationalisation
of properties, and the main reason for that is the
aﬀorestation of previously privately owned agricultural
land.

by natural factors (soil properties and climate) and
human activities (the areas of land used in agriculture
are decreasing and the amount of forest areas grown into
agricultural lands increase).
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At the beginning of 2006 the state was managing 1.48
million hectares of forests, which is approximately 50 % of
the total forest area. The same amount of forests belongs
to other owners – private parties, companies and other
owners.
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FOREST IN LATVIA

The last 70 years in Latvia have witnessed increase both of
the forest areas and the volume of standing crop. Within
the period from 1935 to 2006 the forest area in Latvia
increased by 1.7 times, but the volume of standing crop
– by 3.3 times.
Coniferous crops dominate in Latvian forests, their
standing crop makes up 59% of the total standing crop of
trees of all species. However, there are notable diﬀerences
as to the break-up of tree species in state and privately
owned forests. In the state owned forests coniferous trees
dominate (69% of the total standing crop), but in the
privately owned forests the broad-leaved trees dominate
(birch makes up 33%, white alder – 11%, aspen – 4% of
the total standing crop). This break up of species in the
private forests developed when the former agriculture
lands were overgrown with broad-leaved trees.
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FOREST MANAGEMENT

The Amount of Felling

Regeneration and Planting of Forests

Within the last ﬁve years the volume of wood that

The aim of regenerating and planting of forests is to

grow highly productive and biologically stable forest
crops that would provide the wood resources needed
by the economy, at the same time maintaining the
ecological balance of the environment and improving the
recreational and aesthetical properties of forests.

is obtained in the country has stabilised. Annually
approximately 11 – 12 million cubic meters of wood
are harvested. The annual increase of standing crop is
16.5 million cubic meters. Balanced use of forests is
guaranteed by the stable and predictable felling policy in
the state owned forests. Approximately four million cubic
meters of wood is felled in them. During recent years 6.7
– 7.5 million cubic meters of wood have been produced
annually in private forests.

The assessment of the dynamics of forest regeneration
shows that during the last three years the volume of
forest regeneration in Latvia is stabilising. In 2005 within
the country the total 35 795 hectares of forest were
regenerated, among which 11 676 hectares of 34 % were
artiﬁcially regenerated, but 23 119 hectares or 66 % of the
forest – naturally.

The structure of felling underwent radical changes
following the storm of January 8–9, 2005. Out of the 11.29
million cubic meters of wood felled in 2005 54.1 % were
felled in the areas aﬀected by the wind-throw to eliminate
damages.
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In state owned forests 69% were artiﬁcially
regenerated, but in the forests belonging to other
owners – 18 % of the total area of regenerated forests.
The fellings of coniferous trees is predominantly
regenerated artiﬁcially.
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FOREST MANAGEMENT

The provisions laid down by legal acts and the decisions
taken by the forest owners as to the selection of tree
species ensure forest regeneration with three main tree
species that are used in economy – pine, ﬁr and birch. In
2005 the total area in the state that was regenerated with
coniferous trees was 15 550 hectares or 45 %, but with
birch – 12 278 hectares or 35 % of all regenerated forest
areas.
Wood cultivation is planting forests on lands that cannot
be used in agriculture. It is a rational way of using land.
The cultivated wood areas can be arranged as plantations
– forest stands that are cultivated for special purposes. In
recent years the areas of land not used in agriculture are
increasing throughout the country. 2058 hectares of forest
were planted in 2005, including 416 hectares plantation
forests. Fir tree is the species that has been planted most
often – 904 hectares, birch with 883 and pine with 175
hectares follow.
To create the desirable composition of tree species and
the number of trees in the forest stands, that would in the
future ensure enough space for growing and to achieve
substantial increase of forest productivity, to decrease the
length of forest growing cycle and to increase the value
of the timber materials, the new forests stands (average
length of the stand up to six metres) are being cultivated.
34 670 hectares of new forest stands were cultivated in
2005, 28 666 hectares of these were in state owned forests,
but 6002 hectares in other forests.
The certiﬁcation of the sources of forest reproductive
material is done with the aim to preserve the genetic
diversity of Latvian forest tree species and to improve the
productivity, viability and regeneration capacity of the
regenerated and planted forest stands. In 2005 within the
country in total 370 forest tree wildings, 2380 hectolitres
of cones and 1947 kilograms of forest tree seeds were
obtained. In 2005 320 batches of forest reproductive
material were certiﬁed, i.e. 2210 kilograms of forest
tree seeds both for forest regeneration by sowing and
for growing seedlings. Similarly 47.4 million certiﬁed
forest tree wildings and saplings were used for forest
regeneration and planting.

Voluntary Certiﬁcation of Forest
Management

Sustainable, environment friendly forest management

is ensured by systems of certiﬁcation. In Latvia the
certiﬁcation of forest management and wood product
supply chain is performed in accordance with the two best
known and recognised certiﬁcation systems in Europe
– FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) and PEFC (Program
for the Endorsement of Forest certiﬁcation schemes).

FSC certiﬁcation

FSC certiﬁcation system provides an independent

statement that the forests are managed in an
environmentally friendly and non-exhaustive way. Moreover,
this scheme allows following the ﬂow of forest production,
beginning with the territory under management to the
consumer, allowing carrying out a precise and independent
control of the whole wood supply chain. The development of
Latvian national standard is coordinated by the association
“Latvian Forest Certiﬁcation Council”, which ensures
open, freely accessible and equal to all stakeholder groups
participation in decision taking. More detailed information
about FSC certiﬁcation system is available on the Internet
– www.fsc.lv
1.62 million hectares of state owned forests have been
certiﬁed according to FSC system. Also 57 thousand hectares
of Riga city forests hold the FSC management certiﬁcate. In
private forests FSC forest management certiﬁcate has been
issued to more than three thousand hectares large forest
area. In 2005 more than 100 Latvian forest sector companies
had certiﬁed their wood ﬂow recording systems.
FCS certiﬁcate proves that forest management is considerate,
long-sighted and economically proﬁtable and complies
with the highest standards of public ecological and social
interests. FSC certiﬁcation improves the competitiveness of
Latvian timber in the international market, especially in the
U.K., which is a very important market for Latvian timber. It
also means economic beneﬁts and international recognition
to Latvia – FSC oﬀers a credible, precise system of forest
management certiﬁcation and product labelling scheme that
can be applied all over the world and to all types of forests.
The joint stock company “Latvia’s State Forests” chose the
certiﬁcation system oﬀered by FSC because considers it to be
strict, credible and suitable to Latvia’s conditions. The whole
range of round timber products oﬀered by the company
have FSC certiﬁcate. FSC alongside a safe and easily
controlled procedure of forest management oﬀers a very
essential economic added value – there is a large, stable and
constantly growing global demand for timber with this kind
of certiﬁcation, and timber is the most important export
goods in Latvia.
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FOREST MANAGEMENT

PEFC certiﬁcation

Forest Health

L

F

atvian national PEFC scheme has been assessed and
recognised as conﬁrming to the PEFC compliance
assessment program. It means that all the forests in Latvia
that have received PEFC certiﬁcate are recognised as
being managed in accordance with the criteria, indicators
and guidelines for operational work adopted by the
Conference of European Forest Ministers “On Protecting
Forests in Europe”. More detailed information can be
found on the Internet – www.pefc.org .
PEFC certiﬁcation system is functioning in 31 countries in
total, including Latvia. In all of these countries the wood
products coming from forests certiﬁed in accordance
with PEFC program are labelled with PEFC trade mark
and are being sold as products obtained from sustainably
managed forests.
The certiﬁcation of forest management and timber supply
chain according to PEFC scheme in Latvia was started in
2001, when the ﬁrst regional “umbrella organisation” – the
Association of Latvian Forest Owners and 1.4 million
hectares of private forests were certiﬁed.
In accordance with PEFC Latvian scheme the private
forest owners receive “Statement” on participation in
PEFC scheme and “Logo Licence” for their forest. Within
the period from September, 2001 till December, 2002 the
aforementioned documents were issued to forest owners
with the total certiﬁed forest area of 12 803 hectares.
By the end of 2003 the certiﬁed forest area registered by
private owners was 20 thousand, but by March, 2006 – 29
834 hectares of forest.
Other forest owners and managers also joined PEFC
scheme in 2004 – local governments and legal persons.
65 551 hectares of forests belonging to these owners have
received the certiﬁcates of sustainable forest management.
Thus, in March, 2006 in Latvia the total of 95 385 hectares
of forest were managed in accordance with the PEFC
scheme requirements.
The number of companies that have received the PEFC
timber supply chain certiﬁcate is steadily growing. This
trend follows the growing market demand, which is
gradually increasing, depending upon the fact that other
countries are joining PEFC program and their National
forest certiﬁcation schemes are being approved and
recognised as complying with this international forest
certiﬁcation program.
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orest monitoring in Latvia is carried out in the
framework of the international program “ICP Forests”,
on the basis of the requirements laid down by the EU
regulations. The aim of the ﬁrst level forest monitoring
is to gain information about the general health of forest
stands, changes in it, as well as on the main factors
aﬀecting the condition of forest stands. The aim of the
second level forest monitoring is to identify the causality
between air pollution, other anthropogenic and natural
stress factors and the condition of forest ecosystem.
Comparison of these results with other European
countries allows concluding that the general health
condition of Latvian forests may be considered as good.
Signiﬁcant work was done after the storm of January 8–9,
2005, which destroyed large areas of forest stands. The
State Forest Service was monitoring the condition of forest
stands to identify in due time the breeding of the most
injurious forest pests and to plan protective measures.
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FOREST INDUSTRY

The Importance of Forest Industry
in Latvia

Trends of Development in Forest Industry

The year 2005 was successful to the majority of

Forest industry has a signiﬁcant role in the forest sector,

companies, since an increase in the net turnover
amounting to several millions of lats was observed.
The following facilitating factors could be mentioned
– investment of resources into the production of wood
products with higher added value, increase of sales
and production volumes, as well as more favourable
conditions in the export markets of wood products, which
was achieved by optimising trade chains – Latvian wood
production companies are now more often trading with
the end buyers or end users directly, without using the
services of intermediaries.
Small and medium size companies dominate in Latvian
wood production, their total number is around 1200,
among which 100 companies have the annual turnover
in the range of 10 to 81 million lats. The recent
years have witnesses an intensive regrouping of the
companies within Latvian forest sectors – the largest
companies are mainly focusing upon those segments
that have a large-scale consumption, however, trying
as much as possible to create added value and produce
construction timber, impregnated products and
building materials. The small and medium companies
have redirected themselves towards “niche product”
production – garden and decoration products, wood
packaging, carpentry goods, etc.
In view of the fact that during the last ﬁve years signiﬁcant
changes have occurred in the production process within
the timber market and that it has become global, the use
of wood industry products has also become dependant
upon global deliveries. At present the secondary product
production cycle is trying to use warehouses as little
as possible, and the production has become dependant
upon precise deliveries. It is exactly this factor that allows
Latvia, by making use of its geographical location, to
position itself as a stable, long-term and precise partner
in direct deliveries to the EU production companies,
including DIY chains and construction companies.

especially due to the fact that Latvian wood processing
companies produce goods that create a large added value
to the wood products. Forest industry, successfully using
the local renewable resources, and its sub-branches
– sawing, production of boards, production of packaging,
production of furniture and production of joinery
and carpentry products – has turned into one of the
most active sectors of Latvian economy, contributing
signiﬁcantly to stabilising Latvian foreign trade balance.
Forest industry with its 18.6 % share is the second largest
processing industry sector in Latvia. It is superseded only
by food producers. Forest industry creates approximately
17.3% of the total added value of industry; moreover, the
furniture production is not included in this number.
The export of the production of this sector compared to
1996 has increased more than twice, reaching 796.846
million lats in 2005. Forest industry is one of the
largest export sectors in the state. Its competitiveness
is increasing thanks to its ability to adapt quickly to the
demands of the export market. Wood production is the
only sector in Latvia that has a positive export and import
balance. In 2005 27 % of the total Latvian export value was
made up by the export of timber and wood products.
Experts estimate that the total contribution of forest
sector to Latvian gross domestic product (GDP) is 10 – 14
% and that it employs approximately nine percent of all
the employees in the economy.
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Timber Products
Timber resources

T

he largest share of round timber use – 54.2% is made
up by sawn timber. 30% is made up by round wood
(ﬁrewood, pulpwood), but the rest – the production of
plywood, matches, log houses, products for garden, lathed
and planed goods, wood particle granules, charcoal, etc.
Since Latvian forest industry lacks a very important stage
– pulp production, in 2005 Latvia exported 3.7 million
cubic metres of round timber. As this market segment is
signiﬁcantly inﬂuenced by Scandinavian pulp and paper
production corporations, pulpwood is predominantly
exported to Sweden, Finland, Estonia and Norway, smaller
volumes also to the U.K.
■ Round wood export by countries, 2005
thousand
m3

thousand
LVL

2004/2005
m3

20042005
m3

Round wood:

3 748.6

98 025.4

-9.4

-1.2

Softwood:

1 869.3

44 125.0

0.9

-7.4

Sweden

1 188.8

27 258.6

-27.7

-34.9

Finland

354.7

8 009.1

201.9

178.0

Estonia

183.4

4 601.8

349.0

349.9

Norway

122.5

3 018.8

322.6

246.8

9.9

942.2

63.9

77.7

10.0

294.6

-35.1

-37.6

1 879.2

53 900.4

-17.7

4.5

Sweden

1 534.2

44 200.4

-18.3

5.4

Finland

243.7

6 310.5

-21.9

-10.2

Estonia

42.4

1 195.1

12.7

31.0

Great Britain

11.8

1 169.4

81.5

99.4

Norway

44.4

796.2

19.5

38.3

Other

2.8

228.7

-77.0

-59.4

Great Britain
Other
Hardwood:

Last year the import of timber resources increased by 34
%, exceeding one million cubic metres of timber. Within
the import of round timber bolt timber dominates, in
Latvia these are processed to produce products with a
higher added value.
The import of hardwood round timber increased almost
by ﬁve times, reaching 486 thousand cubic metres. In
the list of suppliers Russian Federation took the leader’s
position, half of the imported round timber came from
Russia – 283 thousand cubic metres (increase +63%).
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Source: CSB, Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Forest Resources, Forest
Information Centre
However, another country turned out to be the
“gazelle” of the last year – Belarus; last year Latvian
companies bought 107 thousand cubic metres from
it, which is almost three times more than the previous
year. According to unoﬃcial information pulpwood
and industrial timber for producing birch bolt timber
dominated in the imports from Belarus.
The import volumes of softwood round timber in
2005 increased by nine percent. In total 587 thousand
cubic metres of softwood round timber were imported.
The majority – 80 % were imported from the Russian
Federation. The share of Lithuania in round-timber
supplies decreased by 58%, however, the import from
Belarus increased by 66%, reaching 69 thousand cubic
metres.

Source: CSB, Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Forest Resources
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The analysis of the foreign trade statistics of the last three
years shows that the export of softwood sawn timber
has stabilised at around 2.3 – 2.4 million cubic metres
annually. It is interesting that the volume of exported
sawn timber is stable, notwithstanding the remarkable
increase in the import of round timber. Since 2003 the
import of softwood sawn timber has doubled, reaching
587 thousand cubic metres.
It can be explained by the very rapid development of
the domestic market. The consumption of softwood
sawn timber per capita during the last years has been
increasing, and in 2005 it was approximately 0.5 cubic
metres. The main consumers of sawn timber in the local
market are furniture and furniture plywood producers
(32%), the producers of construction materials (windows,
doors, ﬂooring, etc.) (46%), the producers of carpentry
and household goods, including the producers of
packaging (22%).

Sawn Timber

S

ince 1993 the production of sawn timber has developed
signiﬁcantly: the volume of production has increased 10
times, but the value of production – 15 times. In 2005
approximately four million cubic metres of sawn timber
were produced, from which 2.67 million cubic metres
were exported.
The import of sawn timber, in its turn, increased from
388.2. thousand cubic metres in 2003 to 613.2 thousand
cubic metres in 2005 and it is almost twice as much. The
main importing countries of sawn timber are Russia,
Belarus and Estonia.
In the global market of coniferous trees Latvia produces
1.3% of the total volume of timber, but Latvia’s share
in the total volume of export is 2.7%. Last year Latvian
companies in total exported 2.37 million cubic metres of
coniferous sawn timber, which is by 4.1 % less compared
to 2004.
However, notwithstanding the fact that the amounts of
exported sawn timber have decreased, the income from
export increased. In 2005 the value of one exported cubic
metre compared to 2001 increased by 37%, from 81 to
111 lats, which can be explained by the increased share of
advanced processing products.

■ Softwood sawn wood importers, top 10
Country
Great Britain
Ireland
Germany
Japan
Netherlands
Estonia
USA
France
Denmark
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Belgium

Export
volume, m3,
2005
1366371
149547
145167
110224
103987
68742
51684
48218
38637
22400

2005/2004
%

Changes comparing
to 2004

-13.5%
44.0%
13.3%
2.9%
48.4%
34.5%
42.6%
18.6%
13.9%

↑ (+2)
↓(-1)
↓(-1)
↑ (+1)
↑ (+3)
↑ (+1)

61.3%

new

Source: CSB, Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Forest Resources
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2005 was not a remarkably successful year for the
exporters of hardwood sawn materials. The volumes of
sawn materials exported from Latvia decreased almost by
half (-39%) – till 229 thousand cubic metres. The export
volume to the U.K. and Germany decreased almost by the
same amount – 40%. The export to the U.S.A. decreased
even more rapidly (-78%), however, the export to Estonia
increased remarkably (+182%), reaching 11 thousand
cubic metres.
Experts mention the deﬁcit of hardwood round-timber
during the ﬁrst half of the year as the main reason for it.
In 2006 many more felling permits have been issued for
broad-leaved tree stands, thus it seems probable that the
export of hardwood sawn timber will regain its position
this year.

Source: CSB, Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Forest Resources,
Forest Information Centre
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In the recent years Latvian wood production
companies have changed their production proﬁle. They
predominantly produce already processed sawn materials,
ready to be used in construction markets or for further
processing and use in other sectors of industry. It is also
essential that Latvian wood production companies more
often are trading with the ﬁnal buyers or ﬁnal consumers
directly, without using the services of intermediaries.
However, in general, the last years in Latvia have
witnessed rapid concentration of sawing capacities and
a decreasing number of companies. It can be explained
with the fact that the competition for forest resources has
increased rapidly and that labour and energy costs have
also increased.
Among approximately 550 saw mill companies only
30 are large enterprises. Using modern technologies
they produce the largest share of the total volume of
sawn materials. Striving for as high added value to their
production as possible, these companies also engage in
improving their production technologies by installing
drying, sorting, planing and impregnating lines and
specialize in the production of planed and impregnated
products.

Timber boards
Latvia is the largest plywood producer in Eastern Europe.
Predominantly plywood for construction is produced;
however, the production of plywood for general use is also
expanding. Since 1993 the volume of plywood production
has increased three times, but the value of the produced
products – ﬁve times. It has mainly been achieved by
increasing the added value, since in the recent years the
speciﬁc consumption of wood per unit of production has
not increased. The volume of plywood export in 2005
compared to 2004 has increased by 10.2%, but according
to the exported value – by 198.8%, reaching 66.7 million
lats.
The production volume of particle boards in 2005
compared to the previous year increased by seven
percent, reaching 180.3 cubic metres. In monetary terms
the value of the produced products increased by 19%,
which is a sign of increased added value. Export volume
reached 148.7 cubic metres, which is by 5.4 % more than
in 2004.
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Source: CSB
Only those small and medium size saw-mills, which
have specialised and are producing “niche products”
and also cooperate either among themselves or with
the large producers, are successful. It has to be said that
if these companies want to be competitive and needed
in timber product production chains, they have to
consider seriously the investments allocated for company
development.
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Thanks to investments in modern technology the
production of solid wood furniture from pine, birch and
black alder, as well as curved, glued half-ﬁnished products
and furniture is developing successfully. Upholstered
furniture is also being produced more often, as well as
furniture from laminated boards veneered with sliced
veneer.
Latvia has preconditions for the development of furniture
production; however, in order to make use of them
investments should be made both in human resources and
technologies. At present approximately 200 companies
are producing furniture, half-ﬁnished articles and
components, these are predominantly small and medium
size enterprises, and they employ approximately 12 900
people.

Furniture
In 2205 furniture production in the value of 77.74 million
lats was produced. The produced furniture is exported
mainly to Denmark, Germany and the U.K.
■ Furniture export by countries, 2005
thousand,
% (LVL)
LVL
Furniture
77 734.9
100.0

2005/2004
%, LVL
-2.3

Denmark

19 242.4

24.8

-0.4

Germany

16 341.1

21.0

-11.5

Great Britain

10 482.5

13.5

-0.5

France

6 636.5

8.5

-27.5

Sweden

4 379.0

5.6

-7.3

20 653.4

26.6

19.1

Other

Source: CSB, Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Forest Resources
The furniture import, on the other hand, reached 33.9
million lats. Major importers were Poland, Lithuania and
Italy.
■ Furniture import by countries, 2005
thousand,
LVL

% (LVL)

2005/2004
%, LVL

33 912.1

100.0

23.6

11 055.0

32.6

28.9

Lithuania

5 827.7

17.2

25.3

Italy

3 545.2

10.5

1.5

Russia

2 620.6

7.7

40.8

Estonia

2 354.5

6.9

21.2

Other

8 509.0

25.1

22.9

Furniture
Poland

Source: CSB, Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Forest Resources
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Joinery and Carpentry Productions

Energy Wood

The value of windows, doors and wooden decorative
construction materials produced since 1993 has
increased ten times. Its share in the total amount of wood
production value is 6.8%. In 2005 the value of exported
joinery and carpentry products was 52.7 million lats, and
it is by 17.8 % more compared to 2004.

Energy wood is an important segment; it is predominantly
produced from the production waste of high quality
timber. It includes ready to use ﬁrewood, wood granules,
briquettes and chips fuel. The value of exported chips fuel
has grown signiﬁcantly – by 26.1 %. The value of exported
wood particle fuel has also increased by approximately
the same amount, its total amount in 2005 reaching 20.2
million lats.
It can be explained with the fact that at the beginning of
2005 untreated particles made up approximately one ﬁfth
(21%) of the total export of wood particles fuel, however,
by the end of the year their share dropped to one tenth
(12%). Thus it should be concluded that the increase of
export volume was not caused by price increase, but
by the increased share of the more expensive products
– granules and briquettes. In 2005 a total of 363 thousand
tons of processed production were exported from Latvia,
which by more than three times exceeded the export of
unprocessed products.
Lately some changes have appeared in the structure of
energy wood local consumption, with the decrease of the
share of ﬁrewood, the consumption of chips, granules
and briquettes has been increasing, especially in the
public sector of heat production.
The import of fuel wood also increased both as to
its volume and value. The volume of imported chips
increased signiﬁcantly – by 228. 7%. Also the volume of
imported sawdust grew signiﬁcantly – by 134.8%.

Wood Packaging
Wood packaging, mainly – half-ﬁnished wood packaging
products are produced by small or even micro enterprises
with rather little investments and simple technologies,
predominantly using broad-leaved sawn material of low
or average quality. However, there are also approximately
10 companies in Latvia producing high-quality packaging
fully corresponding to the EU requirements. Furthermore,
during the last two years two of these companies, by
investing heavily in technologies, have become serious
partners to European packaging suppliers. These
companies also supply wood packaging and pallets to the
largest packaging consumers in Latvia.
The value of exported wood packaging has grown
signiﬁcantly. It is mainly due to the fact that packaging
materials or packaging of higher quality and stage of
completion are being exported, which at the moment
makes up three percent of the production volume of
forest industry.

Other products
The production of other goods, with higher added value
is developing rapidly. The growth of the share of this
segment in wood production and the diversiﬁcation of
processed production during the recent years is a sign
of that. Prefabricated wooden constructions, garden
furniture and equipment, wooden toys and other goods
demanded by the market are being produced.
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ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION
POLICY IN FOREST SECTOR

The Principles of Environment
Conservation

Protected Territories

Protected territories are geographically designated

The aim of Latvian Forest Policy in the ﬁeld of

areas which are under a special protection of the state.
The main purpose of protected territories is to protect
and maintain natural diversity: rare nature ecosystems,
habitats of specially protected species, unique,
beautiful landscapes typical of Latvia, geological and
geomorphologic objects, etc.
Nature preserves, national parks and biosphere reserves
are established by the Parliament, adopting a special law.
Protected landscapes, restricted nature areas and nature
monuments are established by the Cabinet of Ministers.
The legal status of micro restricted areas and specially
protected forest compartments is established by the State
Forest Service. In the majority of the protected territories
alongside the restrictions laid down to economic activities
in the forest, also restrictions to other economic activities
are introduced.

environment conservation is the safeguarding of
biodiversity and maintaining it at the present level. In
order to achieve the forest policy aims in the ﬁeld of forest
environment conservation, the following principles are
observed:
● forest management is improved, taking into
consideration the role of forest ecosystem in the
local and global processes – absorbing carbon
dioxide and stabilising its circulation, in the
protection of water ﬂows and water reservoirs, soils
and landscapes, etc.;
● the scope of forest usage is regulated by the state,
taking into consideration the productivity and
regeneration capacity of forest ecosystems, as well
as other essential elements of forest structure;
● the assessment of forest management economic
activities upon environment is carried out;
● a scientiﬁcally substantiated system of protected
territories is improved, which ensures the
conservation of ecosystems, species and genetic
resources in the forests;
● the conservation of forest biotopes and the diversity
of species typical of them is ensured;
● the condition of forest is monitored;
● in the economic activities in the forest such
methods are advisable that imitate natural
regeneration processes, bringing ecosystems closer
to their natural structures and conserving the
elements that maintain the biological diversity;
● the state has the rights to lay down restrictions to
the forest management and such activities in the
forest that threaten nationally important treasures
of nature and ecological principles.
To ensure the conservation of biodiversity in the
process of forest management, general requirements of
environment conservation have been drafted that are
binding in forest management throughout in Latvia.
These stipulate that when carrying out felling separate
oldest and largest trees, dead wood, coverings in micro
relief lowlands, etc. should be preserved, thus facilitating
the preservation of the habitat of many organisms.

F O R E S T S E C TO R I N L AT V I A 2 0 0 6

25

ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION
POLICY IN FOREST SECTOR

Natural Forest Biotopes

At the end of 2005 the project “Management of Natural

Forest Biotopes in Latvia” was completed. During the
project, predominantly in 2005, 44 demonstration sites
of the management of natural forest biotopes were
established; various management activities were carried
out in 17 sites to preserve the treasures existing in the
natural forest biotope.
During the project an inventory of sites where natural
forest biotopes concentrate was produced, as the result of
which 418 sites where natural forest biotopes concentrate
were identiﬁed with the total area of almost 18 thousand
hectares. At the beginning of 2006 the natural forest
biotopes and the potential forest biotopes covered the
total forest area of 59 250 hectares.

Environment Requirements
in Forest Industry

I

n 2004 the sector regulations on impact upon
environment issued by the Cabinet of Ministers came
into force – „Environment Requirements to Saw Mills
and Wood Processing Equipment”*) and „Environment
Requirements to Chemical Protection of Wood
(Impregnation)”**). Prior to that the owners of wood
processing and wood chemical protection equipment had
to submit individual applications to receive environment
permits, but now all the requirements as regards impact
upon environment have been included in one Regulations,
which are binding to all companies engaged in wood
processing.
Wood processing machinery located in premises and
emitting dust are equipped with exhaust ventilation, but
the air from exhaust ventilation systems prior to emission
is treated in cyclones or ﬁlters to restrict the emission of
dust into environment. The saw mills or wood processing
equipment in those sites where wood is treated against
blue stain and mould and where the agents needed in
this process are stored are equipped with an isolating
monolith surface covering, to avoid the emission of these
chemical agents into soil and underground waters.
Major Latvian wood processing companies that process
at least 2 000 cubic metres round timber annually
predominantly use modern wood processing equipment
meeting all the requirements of the Regulations.
*) „ Environment Requirements to Saw Mills and Wood
Processing Equipment” –
http://www.mk.gov.lv/site/ﬁles/3/19315.doc
**) „Environment Requirements to Chemical Protection of
Wood (Impregnation)” –
http://www.mk.gov.lv/site/ﬁles/3/2012.doc
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Environment Management System

E

nvironment management is one of the essential
factors determining both national and international
competitiveness of a company. Regulations on
environment issues and their enforcement are becoming
more stringent. The clients are paying more attention to
the questions of environment sustainability, because of
this Latvian companies, similarly to organisations all over
the world, implement additional voluntary measures to
decrease the negative impact upon environment. They
develop a systemic management approach to environment
related issues, as the result of which environment
management is constantly improved.
Many Latvian wood processing companies implement the
independent certiﬁcation of environment management
system in accordance with the internationally recognised
ISO 14 001 standard*). It adds value to the activities of
the organisation and makes it more attractive to those
partners who care for environment. According to ISO
14 001 standard environment management system is
part of organisation management system that includes
organisational structure, planning, activities, practice,
procedure, processes of environment policy and resources
for its development, implementation, reaching of
objectives, for its reviewing and upkeep.
The implementation and certiﬁcation of environment
management system have the following advantages:
● competitive advantage in the national and global
market, as well as access to new markets;
● lower production costs due to the reduction of
losses and more eﬃcient use of energy and natural
resources;
● greater trust and readiness to cooperate on the part
of clients, contractors and other third parties;
● improved public image;
● constant and eﬀective process of improvement,
which allows saving time and resources and
improving the ecological aspects of activities;
● better involvement, self-control and motivation of
employees;
● compliance with the requirements of regulatory and
legal acts.
*) Certiﬁed companies –
http://www.lka.lv/modules.php?op=modload&name=N
ews&ﬁle=index&topic=122&parent=120&POSTNUKE
SID=54cb28547240db460c2bceab9a0ﬀac0
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Forest – not only the source
of subsistence

Leisure Opportunities in
State Owned Forests

T

The joint stock company “Latvia’s State Forests” (LSF)

hroughout centuries Latvian nation has lived in close
interaction with the forest, which for many thousands of
inhabitants was a source of subsistence. However, we have
always needed it also a source of joy and inspiration, a
place of relaxation.
In many countries, including Latvia, the signiﬁcance of
forest as an essential site of recreation is increasing. The
fast pace of living forces people to think more often about
themselves, their physical and mental well-being, which
is impossible without quality rest. Forest is the place
where people can to come to rest and to forget at least
for a while about mundane duties and problems. Both in
Europe and Latvia more people every year go to forest
to relax – they go mushroom and berry picking, observe
nature, ﬁsh, hunt, go cycling or hiking, or just for a walk,
to have a picnic or orienteering sports contest.
Compared to other EU countries the inhabitants of Latvia
are very rich – there are approximately 1.3 hectares
of forest per inhabitant. Latvian forest sector respects
the rights of the public to forest as a place of physical
and mental relaxation, and therefore is developing and
improving leisure possibilities in forests.
One of the social aims of Latvian Forest Policy is to
balance the interests of society and the forest owners in
using the social values of forest. Moreover, in diﬀerence to
other European countries forests in Latvia, irrespectively
of the type of ownership, is freely accessible to all
members of society. Of course, except for some cases,
when restrictions are laid down by the law. The steadily
growing number of game animals, in its turn, ensures
better hunting process and results, raising the interest of
both local and foreign hunters.

is very actively developing leisure opportunities in state
owned forest areas. The state forests are public property,
and thus the task of LSF is not only to obtain maximum
economic gain from forest management, not forgetting to
protect the environment values of Latvian forests, but also
to oﬀer quality leisure opportunities to all inhabitants and
visitors of Latvia.
At present there are in total 300 various objects in Latvian
forests that can be used by every inhabitant. Moreover,
the number of objects is increasing every year. Such
LSF objects like observation towers, forest educational
trails, culture historical nature objects, as well as picnic
sites with comfortable infrastructure and well-arranged
recreational facilities are gaining popularity. More detailed
information on recreation facilities is available on the
Internet – http://www.lvm.lv/lat/atputa/atputa_daba/.

Forest Educational Trails

The Forest study trails arranged by the State Forest

Service have already gained popularity among population;
they serve as a source of information and study sites to
private forest owners, students, environment experts and
historians, and as a recreation facility to others.
Forest trails show the processes taking place in the forest
and introduce the basic principles of forest management.
The most fascinating points of interest in these trails are,
for example, aﬀorestation of lands not used in agriculture,
elite forest stands, natural forest biotopes, culture
historical sites, as well as the habitations of forest animals
– badger caves or beaver dams. Sites with attractive
elements and forest games have been set up for recreation
and entertainment. School pupils and families with small
children ﬁnd these very attractive, and it is important
to teach young children understanding of the processes
taking place in the forest, teach them to treat nature with
consideration and to love it.
The great interest that inhabitants of Latvia have in
using these recreation opportunities oﬀered by forests
was proved by the sociological survey carried out at the
beginning of 2005, revealing that 82 % of the population
every year spend their leisure time in the forests.
Furthermore, there is a trend for the number of holidaymakers to grow.
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SOCIETY AND FOREST

Forest Department of the Latvia University of Agriculture
last two years participated in the fair “School”.
In 2006 as part of the PHARE funded project “Improving
the quality of vocational and continuous education system
in forest industry” “open door days” at the forest industry
companies have been started. The cooperation network
„North European Wood Promotion Network” has been set
up in cooperation with Nordic Timber Council, it will
support a series of educational seminars for architects,
builders, project developers on use of wood in modern
construction.
In 2005 the share company “Latvia’s State Forests” started
a social campaign of national scale “No Waste Dumping
in Woodlands! You’ll Turn into a Swine!” Other supporters
of the campaign are the Ministry of Environment and
the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Latvia, as
well as a number of private companies. As part of this
project from July to October, 2005 a massive informative
campaign throughout Latvia was carried out, using TV,
radio and out-door ads asking not to dump waste in the
forests.
In the framework of the campaign a special image was
created – the Swineman, who embodies those who dump
their waste in the forests, attracts media attention and
has met with more than 7000 children in schools and
camps. During many joint volunteer work campaigns
the most polluted places are cleaned up. The Prime
Minister of Latvia and several government ministers also
participate in these events. With the aim of changing the
general attitude towards dumping waste in the forests this
campaign is being continued also in 2006.

Public Education Work

L

atvian forest sector is actively involved in public
education work. Since 1928 annual Forest Days have been
organized in Latvia. During these days forests are sown,
planted and tended, public buildings, roads and farm
houses are tidied up and greenery planted, educational
trips are organised.
In 2006 in the framework of Forest Days more than 500
various events were held with the slogan – “We Love
the Forest”. The fact that the Forest Days organisation
committee was chaired by the Minister for Agriculture
Mārtiņš Roze, that several other ministers, representatives
of Latvian local governments, associations linked to
the forest sector and the Forest Department of Latvia
University of Agriculture were active in the committee
testiﬁes to the importance of this tradition. Forest Days
are coordinated by the Ministry of Agriculture.
The joint stock company “Latvia’s State Forests” is also
actively engaged in public education work. To improve
the understanding of forests and the processes going in
there among the youth, “Latvia’s State Forests” and Global
Environment Education Foundation on August 22, 2005
signed a memorandum of cooperation, as part of which
a new environment education program “Learning about
Forest” will be implemented in Latvian schools. This
education program of the Global Environment Education
Fund “smells of needles and leaves” – of a real forest. It
encourages teachers to include in the general curricula
subjects themes and activities that are linked to the
acquisition of practical knowledge, experience and skills
by students being in direct contact with the forest and
environment.
The aim of the program is to support development of
awareness among children and adolescents about the
diverse role of forest in the life of society, starting with the
ecological and cultural value and including economic and
management aspects. That is why the program includes
not only the education of students, but also teacher
training and education, through the development of
international forest education network. Let’s not forget
that children will be the ones that in some decades will
be managing the largest renewable resource of Latvian
nature – the forest.
Latvian Forest Industry Federation (LFIF) during the
last two years has been developing the public relations
of the sector. In 2004 the public relations strategy was
developed, but in 2005 cooperation with institutions
of education started acquainting the youth with the
sector’s place and role in Latvian economy. To inform
the potential students about education and employment
opportunities within the sector LFIF jointly with the
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CHALLENGES AND DEVELOPMENT

The Success Criteria in Forest Sector

C

ompetitiveness is the main prerequisite for ensuring
multifaceted functioning of the forest sector. In order to
continue the development of the products and services
oﬀered by the sector, it is important to raise the public
awareness of forest management and the use of wood
products.
With the growing role of the forest and wood products
consumers, it is necessary to develop business models
that are better suited to the market and consumer
needs. It can be achieved by creating a more predictable
environment for the development of the processing of
forest resources, to ensure advantageous conditions for
introduction of modern technologies and development
of new products. A balance should be found between the
growing demand for forest biomass in energy production
and the growing demand for resources to produce other
wood products.
The success criteria of Latvian companies involved in
the production of primary processing products are the
availability of resources, infrastructure and logistics. The
success criteria of companies producing products with
higher added value are the proximity of markets, logistics,
production costs and the qualiﬁcation of the employees.
The main driving forces for these companies are
education, research, innovations and attraction of capital.
The geographical location of the country and the logistics
network ensures the possibility to use wood resources
and primary processing products from Russia. It allows
expanding production activities on the basis of not
only Latvian resources. Moreover, the geographical
location ensures the possibility to maintain contacts
with the clients and partners easily, which facilitates
the development of new products and production in
conformity with the set speciﬁcations. These conditions
have allowed many Latvian companies to become fullﬂedged members of the global market of wood products
and to consolidate their position there.

The Role of Education and Research in
Promoting the Competitiveness of the
Sector

I

n order to have successful future development Latvian
forest sector has to focus upon production of as high
added value as possible, as well as on accessing new
product and sales markets. Thus the need for highly
qualiﬁed labour and research and innovation in creating
new products is growing. Even though the forest sector
education system compared to other sectors of economy
is among the leaders in developing the standards of
profession, the vocational education still remains
fragmented and the curricula lag behind the development
of the sector itself.
In this regard the main challenge is to combine fast and
successfully the possibilities of the companies and the
institutions of education in training the specialists needed
by the sector. Latvian Forest Industry Federation in
cooperation with Latvian Investment and Development
Agency has started the implementation of a project
oﬀering further training and re-training of the employees
according to the remit of the industry.
The cooperation in the development of applied research is
equally important. Taking into account the experience of
EU countries with regard to cooperation between industry
and research, the members of Latvian forest sector were
actively involved in the drafting of „The Vision of the
Technological Platform of Latvian Forest Management and
Wood Resources Based Industry, 2030” and the activities of
„European Technological Platform of Forest Management
and Wood Resources Based Industry”. At present “The
Vision of the Technological Platform of Latvian Forest
Management and Wood Resources Based Industry, 2030”
has been adopted, and intensive work continues to identify
the main directions of applied science research activities.
The research in the ﬁeld of forest and aﬃliated sectors
is done mainly in three research centres – Latvian State
Forestry Research Institute “Silava”, Latvia University of
Agriculture, Department of Forestry, and Latvian State
Institute of Wood Chemistry.
In several EU countries other forms of research and study
work have proved to be successful, for example, Centres
of Competence (the Netherlands, Sweden), K. Doppler
Laboratory (Austria), etc. Preliminary work to set up
such an eﬀective research structure, mainly in the ﬁeld
of applied science, has been started also in Latvia. The
establishment of Forest and Wood Products Research and
Development Institute can be mentioned as an example
of this. The cooperation between all the aforementioned
research institutions and the forest sector industry could
improve the competitiveness of the sector and thus – the
contribution of the sector to Latvia’s economy.
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Investments in Research

In accordance with the basic postulates of Forest Policy,

state with its funding supports stabilisation of the forest
long-term functions, as well as the development of forest
sector and hunting. With this aim the Forest Development
Fund (FDF) and the Hunting Development Fund (HDF)
have been set up.
FDF was established on October 23, 2001. The aim of
the Fund is to ﬁnance forest support and development
programs, forest research and education and training
of forest owners. The resources of the Fund are made
up by the state allocations from general budget income,
donations by legal and natural persons and foreign aid.
The Fund is administered by the Ministry of Agriculture.
In 2005 the Fund ﬁnanced 29 research projects and
22 support and development programs and education
and training projects amounting to 1 million lats. In
2006 the ﬁnancing of the Fund exceeded 1.317 million
lats. Currently 60 projects are being implemented*),
30 of which are research projects, 30 – support and
development programs and education and training
projects.
HDF funds projects linked to hunting development and
research and educational projects for hunters. In 2005
in the framework of the Fund 13 projects in the value
of 117 thousand lats were implemented, but in 2006
18 projects in the value of 170 thousand lats are being
ﬁnanced. As part of the projects game animal population
is studied, shooting-grounds are arranged, to promote the
improvement of hunters’ shooting skills. Educational ﬁlms
and informative booklets and publications are produced.
The Fund with its activities is creating preconditions for
sustainable and rational use of Latvia’s hunting resources.
Information about the Funds and the projects funded
by them can be found on the webpage of the Ministry of
Agriculture www.zm.gov.lv, section “Forest Sector”.

The share company “Latvia’s State Forests” also through
its investments in research promotes the development of
well-organized natural, social and business environment.
To ensure support to organising and implementation
of research the share company has set up an Advisory
Research Council, nominated representatives from
“Latvia’s State Forests”, the Ministry of Agriculture,
Latvian Forest Industry Federation and Riga Forest
Agency are its members.
Latvia’s Research Council allocates annual state budget
funding to branches of science for fundamental and
applied research. The expert committees, assessing
the scientiﬁc level of the submitted projects, draft
proposals about funding the selected projects, which
are then approved by Latvia’s Research Council. Forest
Development Fund, by allocating ﬁnancing for forest
support and development programs, also ear-marks
substantial amount of its funding for research.
Environment conservation organisations – Pasaules
Dabas Fonds, Latvia’s Nature Fund and Latvian Society
of Ornithologists are also involved in researching forest
biology and ecology, by involving in these activities also
nature conservation enthusiasts. The funding for research
is attracted by developing projects that are ﬁnanced
by international funds, as well as foreign and Latvian
organisations and companies.
To a large extent the capacity of researchers working
in Latvian forest sector is characterised by their
opportunities and real participation in European
and other international research programs. Latvian
researchers are involved in several projects. In forest
sector it is project – E25, wood products – E37, wood
research and products – E20, E41, E38, E22 and E37.
As regards funding of research the EU Structural Funds
and the state support program administered by Latvian
Investment and Development Agency “Support for the
Development of New Products and Technologies” should
be mentioned. Its aims are to support the development
and implementation in production of new or signiﬁcantly
improved products or technological processes. The
objective of the program is to increase the private sector
investments in research and development activities,
direct the economy towards modern, science consuming
production and to promote cooperation between the
research and production sectors.
*) – the number of projects with which agreements were
signed by 19.10.2006.
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FOREST SECTOR ANNUAL PRIZE

In 2004 the Ministry of Agriculture in cooperation
with sector non-governmental organizations
established the tradition of awarding the Annual
Prize of Forest Sector. Honouring the best specialists
of the sector and awarding of prizes is one of the
most important events of the Forest Days. The Forest
Day Committee is assessing the contribution of
the sector specialists and awards the prize in seven
nominations.
■ In 2005 the Annual Prize of the

Forest Sector was awarded in seven
categories. Three laureates were
nominated for the category “For
Achievements in Forest Work”
“Beavers”, Ltd., “Latsin” Ltd, “Ordālija”,
Ltd., the Annual Prize was awarded to
the forest harvesting company „Latsin”,
Ltd., which is developing with every
year, purchasing modern, environment
Varis Sīpols
friendly, certiﬁed equipment, ensuring
good remuneration to its employees, cooperating with
various institutions of research and training, and is actively
involved in promoting the sector as a whole.
■ Three laureates were nominated for
the prize „For Contribution to the
Promotion of Sustainable Forest
Management” – Vilis Krūmiņš, the
deputy head of Strenči forest district
of Eastern Vidzeme forest region of
the state joint stock company “Latvia’s
State Forests”, Jānis Steķis, the owner of
“Kalna Antēnas”, and Ziedons Vilciņš,
the owner of the farm “Kalna Gavieši”.
Jānis Steķis
The Annual Prize was awarded to
Jānis Steķis, who is well-known in Madona Regional forest
district as an energetic and honest forest manager and is
already the third generation owner of “Kalna Antēnas”. It
is one of the few State Forest Service
model properties, where in 2005
J. Steķis was holding seminars and
discussions about sustainable forest
management.

Ltd., “Varis Toys”, Ltd.. The Annual Prize was awarded
to the furniture producer „Daiļrade koks”, Ltd., which
within 11 years has grown into a modern, contemporary
and competitive company, has introduced progressive and
environment friendly technologies. They use only Latvian
timber in production.
■ Three laureates were nominated for

the annual prize „For Contribution
to the Training of Young Specialists”
– professor Andrejs Domkins of
the Forest Department of the Latvia
University of Agriculture, Andris
Spaile, the director of Ērgļi Vocational
Training School, professor, dr.habil.
sc.ing. Henns Tuherms of the Forest
Department, Forest Processing Chair
of the Latvia University of Agriculture. Andrejs Domkins
The Annual Prize was awarded to the Professor of the
Forest Department of the Latvia University of Agriculture
Andrejs Domkins, who has a 25 years long work
experience. He initiated the establishment of Forest and
Wood Product Research and Development Institute in
Jelgava with state-of-the-art wood research and testing
laboratories in the Baltic States.
■ Three laureates were nominated

for the prize “For Contribution
to Research” – Mārtiņš Bičevskis,
the project manager of Latvian
State Forestry Research Institute
“Silava”, Jānis Bisenieks, the doctor
of forest sciences, the head of Forest
Management Sector of „Riga Forest
Agency”, Forestry Department and
professor Imants Liepa of the Latvia
Jānis Bisenieks
University of Agriculture, the Forest Department, Chair
of Forestry. The annual prize was awarded to the doctor of
forest sciences Jānis Bisenieks; he is one of the luminaries
in the ﬁeld of forest growing in Latvia, able to implement
theoretical conclusions into practice. In 2005, on the basis
of his long experience, he completed
a research „The Models of Tending
Felling for Main Forest Tree Species”.
■ The following laureates were

■ Tree laureates were nominated

for the prize „For Contribution to
Furniture Production” – “Daiļrades
koks”, Ltd., “Konto”, Ltd., “Marko KEA”,

Andris Jansons

nominated for the prize “For
Educating and Informing the
Public” – Anna Āze , the manager of
Latgale district seed plantation of the
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Dzidra Smiltēna

FOREST SECTOR ANNUAL PRIZE

Latvia’s State Forest Seeds and Plants
Department, Sarmīte Grundšteine,
the senior desk-oﬃcer of State Forest
Service Support Department and the
magazine Baltic Wood. The prize went
to the representatives of the forest
sector magazine “Baltic Wood”
– Dzidra Smiltēna, Māris Avots
and Paulis Beķeris. The magazine,
Māris Avots
published in Latvian, English and
Russian, is informing the public about developments in
the forest sector in Latvia, the Baltic States and the world,
within ﬁve years it has become one the best forest sector
publication in the Baltics.

● Wood Processing Department

of Latvia University of Agriculture
has been the ﬁrst and the only place
of work for H.Tuherms. He has
been engaged in research for more
than forty years. His main topics of
research are linked to forest and wood
processing sectors; he has dealt with
purely practical topics and worked on
subjects of national importance.
Henns Tuherms
● V.Krūmiņš – one of the creators

of the forest trail “What the Forest
Guards”, located in the territory of
Strenči forest district in the Eastern
Vidzeme regional forest district. He
is able to tell comprehensive and
captivating stories about the objects
of interest on the trail, he has a great
understanding of the forest. A booklet
with his photos of the trail has been
Vilis Krūmiņš
published. Parallel to that he has been
setting up a library of books published on forest sector in
diﬀerent ages and historical times.

■ The prize „For the Contribution of a Lifetime” was

awarded simultaneously to ﬁve people: Zigurds Saliņš,
Aija Zviedre, Henns Tuherms, Vilis Krūmiņš and
Edgars Bauers-Bimšteins.
● Professor Z.Saliņš has been working
at the Forest Department of Latvia
University of Agriculture since 1954.
Professor has trained 1826 specialists
in forest harvesting. He is also the
author of approximately ﬁfty scientiﬁc
and popular science books, of ﬁve
inventions and two technologies.
● A.Zviedre has numerous
publications on topical issues of
the forest sector, also such that are
linked to forest research, educating
of forest owners, school students and
general public. She has chaired the
Association of Latvian Forest Sector
Employees for many years. She is
organising seminars for forest owners
both in the premises and on sites,
is involved in education projects,
educating school students about
forest and its “life”.

● E.Bauers-Bimšteins has been

working since 1951 as a forest ranger
at Dobele regional forest district
MRS Biksti forest district „Čegi”
range, where once republican scale
seminars were held. He has also
promoted the continuation of the
sector traditions across generations
– not only his spouse worked for
many years as a forest ranger
at Biksti forest district, but also Edgars Bauers-Bimšteins
his son – Aivars Bimšteins,
his daughter-in-law – Mārīte Bimšteine and his grandson
Edgars Laimiņš have chosen to work in this sector.

Zigurds Saliņš

Aija Zviedre
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Addresses
■

■

■

■

■

■

Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Latvia
Minister: Mārtiņš Roze
Republikas laukums 2
Rīga, LV-1981, Latvia
Phone +371 7027107
Fax +371 7027250
E-mail: zm@zm.gov.lv
http://www.zm.gov.lv
Deputy State Secretary:
Arvīds Ozols
Republikas laukums 2
Rīga, LV-1981, Latvia
Phone +371 7027201
Fax +371 7027096
E-mail: Arvids.Ozols@zm.gov.lv
http://www.zm.gov.lv
Director, Department of Forest Policy:
Jānis Birģelis
Republikas laukums 2
Rīga, LV-1981, Latvia
Phone + 371 7027477
Fax +371 7027409
E-mail: Janis.Birgelis@zm.gov.lv
http://www.zm.gov.lv
Director, Department of Forest Resources:
Valdis Līdaka
Republikas laukums 2
Rīga, LV-1981, Latvia
Phone +371 7027101
Fax +371 7027094
E-mail: Valdis.Lidaka@zm.gov.lv
http://www.zm.gov.lv
Join Stock Company “Latvijas valsts meži”
(Latvia’s State Forests)
Board Chairman: Roberts Strīpnieks
Kristapa iela 30
Rīga, LV-1046, Latvia
Phone +371 7602075
Fax +371 7805430
E-mail: lvm@lvm.lv
http://www.lvm.lv
Local Government’s Agency „Riga Forest Agency”
Director: Jānis Vazdiķis
A.Briāna iela 7
Rīga, LV-1001, Latvia
Phone +371 7012591
Fax +371 7037207
E-mail: janis.vazdikis@riga.lv
http://www.mezaagentura.lv

■

Union of Forest Owners
Board Member: Arnis Muižnieks
„Ūdensdzirnavas”, Bīriņi
Limbažu rajons, LV-4014, Latvia
Phone +371 29104286
Fax +371 4066232
E-mail: info@mezaipasnieki.lv
http://www.mezaipasnieki.lv/

■

Forest Owners’ Association of Latvia “KS MAA”
Board Chairman: Ēriks Zaķis
Rīgas iela 113
Salaspils, LV-2169, Latvia
Phone +371 7980056
Fax +371 7949647
E-mail: zakis.maa@delﬁ.lv

■

Association “Latvijas Koks”
Council Chairman-President: Juris Biķis
Executive Director: Andris Plezers
Skaistkalnes iela 1
Rīga, LV-1004, Latvia
Phone +371 7228374
Fax +371 7860268
E-mail: latvijaskoks@latvianwood.lv

■

Latvian Association of Wood Processing
Entrepreneurs and Exporters
President: Andrejs Domkins
Executive Director: Jānis Mārciņš
Skaistkalnes iela 1
Rīga, LV-1004, Latvia
Phone +371 7067370
Fax +371 7860268
E-mail: janis.marcins@latvianwood.lv

■

Association „Latvijas Mēbeles”
Board Chairman –President: Aivars Einauss
Executive Director: Andris Plezers
Skaistkalnes iela 1
Rīga, LV-1004, Latvia
Phone +371 7228374
Fax +371 7860268
E-mail: latvijaskoks@latvianwood.lv

■

Latvian Timber Producers’ & Traders’ Association
formerly Latvian Timber Exporters’ Association
President: Jānis Apsītis
Board Member: Harijs Jordāns
Skaistkalnes iela 1
Rīga, LV-1004, Latvia
Phone +371 7067369
Fax +371 7860268
E-mail: harijs.jordans@latvianwood.lv
http://www.latviantimber.lv
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■

Latvian Hunters’ Association
Board Chairman: Elmārs Švēde
Board Member: Ainārs Zvejnieks
Matīsa iela 8
Rīga, LV-1001, Latvia
Phone +371 7291006
Fax +371 7291006
E-mail: latma@latma.lv

■

Latvian Fund for Nature
Council Chairman: Ivars Kabucis
Raiņa bulvāris 31-6
Rīga, LV-1010, Latvia
Phone +371 7830999
Fax +371 7830291
E-mail: ldf@lanet.lv
http://www.ldf.lv

■

Latvian Union of Timber Harvesting
Companies
President: Jānis Bertrāns
Executive Director: Andrejs Cunskis
Skaistkalnes iela 1
Rīga, LV-1004, Latvia
Phone +371 7065951
Fax +371 7860268
E-mail: andrejs.cunskis@latvianwood.lv

■

Forest Sphere Workers Trade Union
Chairman: Juris Spāre
Bruņinieku iela 29/31
Rīga, LV-1001, Latvia
Phone +371 7035931
Fax +371 7035947
E-mail: lmnainfo@lmna.lv

■

Latvian State Forestry Research Institute “Silava”
Director: Mārtiņš Graudums
Rīgas iela 111
Salaspils, LV-2169, Latvia
Phone +371 7942555
Fax +371 7901359
E-mail: inst@silava.lv
http://www.silava.lv

■

Latvian University of Agriculture, Forest Faculty
Dean: Dagnis Dubrovskis
Akadēmijas iela 11
Jelgava, LV-3000, Latvia
Phone +371 3021619
Fax +371 3021619
E-mail: dagnis.dubrovskis@llu.lv
http://www.mf.llu.lv

■

Latvian Society of Timber Traders
Board Member: Leonards Līpiņš
Skaistkalnes iela 1
Rīga, LV-1004, Latvia
Phone +371 29123622
Fax +371 3021619
E-mail: llipins@llu.lv

■

Latvian Union of Timber Quality Experts
President: Antons Orinskis
Dzērbenes iela 27, 219 kab.
Rīga, LV-1006, Latvia
Phone +371 29422052
Fax +371 7555934
E-mail: lkkes@lkkes.dtg.lv

■

Latvian Ornithological Society
President: Prof., Dr. biol. Jānis Vīksne
Board Member, Director: Ilze Vilšķērste
Kalnciema iela 27-18
Rīga, LV-1050, Latvia
Phone +371 7221580
Fax +371 7603100
E-mail: ilzev@lob.lv
http://www.lob.lv

■

Latvian Association of Local and Regional
Governments
Chairman: Andris Jaunsleinis
Mazā Pils iela 1
Rīga, LV-1050, Latvia
Phone +371 7226536
Fax +371 7212241
E-mail: lps@lps.lv
http://www.lps.lv

■

Pasaules Dabas Fonds
formerly WWF Latvia
Director: Uģis Rotbergs
Elizabetes 8-4
Rīga, LV-1010, Latvian
Phone +371 7505640
Fax +371 7505651
E-mail: info@pdf.lv
http://www.pdf.lv

■

State Forest Service
Director General: Jānis Kinna
13. janvāra iela 15
Rīga, LV-1932, Latvia
Phone +371 7226600
Fax +371 7820377
E-mail: vmd@vmd.gov.lv
http://www.vmd.gov.lv
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